
Week 4 - Almost there 

 

 

 

St ud ent s p lacing t heir  p aper  p o t s in t o  t he box, ready f or  

w at er ing 
Alm ost  half  w ay t h rough  t he t erm  and  w e are st ill a w eek aw ay f rom  set t ing 

up  t he land scap ing t o  get  t he school gard en  op erat ional. It 's excit ing t o  

t h ink t hat  in  t w o  w eeks w e w ill have com p let ely t ransf o rm ed  t he area next  

t o  t he ad m in ist rat ion  b uild ing in t o  a p rod uct ive f ood  gard en . There seem s 

t o  b e a real in t erest  f rom  p aren t s ab out  t he gard en , w it h  m any saying t hey 

w ill b e t here f o r  t he land scap ing b usy b ee. It  should  b e a great  at m osp here, 

w it h  good  co f f ee, cake and  even  a bb q  t o  keep  t he w orkers f eed  and  

w at ered ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Gard en  Design   
We haven 't  b een  id le t hough  w h ile w e w ait  f o r  t he b ig  p ush . St ud en t s have 

b een  d o ing t heir  ow n  gard en  d esigns. They have looked  at  t he sit e and  

creat ed  d esigns w it h  consid erat ion  o f  t he b uild ings and  land . It  has b een  

great  t o  see som e o f  t he id eas com e out  and  has led  t o  som e d iscussion s on  

p ret t y ad vanced  areas like crop  ro t at ion , aq uap on ic syst em s and  so il 

com p osit ion . 

 

 

 

Gard en  Design  o f  m y d ream s... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



'Pap er  Po t ' 
We have also  car r ied  out  sessions w here t he st ud en t s creat ed  t heir  ow n  

'p ap er  p o t ', f i lled  it  w it h  so il m ixt ure and  p lan t ed  a p ea o r  b road  b ean . We 

hop e t hat  t hese w ill germ inat e in  t im e t o  p lan t  in t o  t he gard en  in  t w o  

w eeks. Since w e m ad e ab out  180 over  t w o  d ays, t here should  b e p len t y t o  

use 

 
 

Dan  Bakker  exp lain ing t o  4/5 K how  t hese p ap er  p o t s go  t oget her  

The p ap er  p o t s are really sim p le t o  m ake, use a cheap  m at er ial w h ich  w ill  

d ecom p ose (p ap er ) and  w ork as really ef f ect ive p o t s. Using a ro lled  up  card  

as t he t em p lat e (ab out  t he size o f  a large t o ilet  p ap er  ro ll), you sim p ly ro ll a 

15cm  w id e st r ip  o f  new sp ap er  around  it , m aking sure t here is an  overhang 

on  one end . Wit h  t h is overhang you f o ld  it  in  (t h is is t he b ase o f  t he p ot ) and  

t hen  p ress d ow n using a round  g lass jar . Fill w it h  so il and  get  p lan t ing!  

 
 
 
 



Busy making 

I w as w or r ied  t hat  t aking so  long t o  get  m at er ials and  resources t oget her  t o  

set  up  t he land scap ing d ay w ould  m ean  t hat  t he kid s w ould  lose in t erest , as 

each  w eek t hey w ould  see t he sam e o ld  grass on  t he gard en  sit e. I t h ink w e 

have m anaged  t o  keep  t hem  engaged  w it h  som e p ret t y coo l hand s on  

science and  gard en ing. Next  st op , No  Dig Gard en  m et hod s... 

Bega Valley Public School - Garden Busy Bee 

 
Dan Bakker, explaining his design in the outdoor classroom 

What  an  exhaust ing yet  really f u lf i lling d ay in  t he schoo l gard en  d ur ing our  

b usy b ee on  Sat urd ay 2nd  March . We had  a great  t urnout , w it h  ab out  25 

p aren t s, along w it h  t heir  ch ild ren  all read y t o  lend  a hand . The b ig  num ber  

m ean t  w e go t  a lo t  d one b ut  also  m ean t  w e had  t o  w ork hard  at  keep ing 

everyone b usy w it h  job s. There is no t h ing w orse t han  g iving up  your  t im e on  

t he w eekend  and  t hen  st and ing around  w it h  no t h ing  t o  d o ! I hop e w e 

m anaged  t o  keep  all hand s w it h  som et h ing t o  d o . 

 

Dan  Bakker , f rom  Bournd a Environm ent al Ed ucat ion  Cen t re, w ho  know s a 

huge am oun t  ab out  gard en  d esigns and  Perm acult ure id eas, d id  a w onder f u l 

job  in  d esign ing t he gard en  and  w as b usy all d ay exp lain ing t o  p eop le w hat  

h is vision  w as. The slop ing sit e w ill m ean  t hat  t he gard en  w ill have p lent y o f  

in t erest , b ut  it  also  m eans a m ore d if f icu lt  land scap ing challenge t o  b egin  

w it h . Dan  had  som e great  id eas, using recycled  and  cheap  m at er ials t o  cre at e 

a really useab le gard en  t hat  has a key com p onen t  in  any schoo l, f lexib ilit y. In  

f act , if  you w an t ed  t o  (w e hop ef u lly w ill no t ), you could  p ick everyt h ing up  

and  p lace it  som ew here else- it  is all m ovab le. 

 

 

 

 



The t h ree m ain  job s f o r  t he d ay w ere creat in g t he m ain  ret ain ing w all, w h ich  

allow s f o r  t he t er race ap p roach  t o  t he slop e, set t ing out , lin ing up  and  

d igg ing in  t he sleep ers used  t o  m ark out  t he gard en  b ed s and  creat e a f ew  

sim p le b enches f o r  t he st ud en t s t o  use. 

 

Using sheet s o f  t in  and  st ar  p icket s covered  w it h  2 inch  p o lyp ip e, a cheap , 

sim p le and  really ef f ect ive ret ain ing w all can  b e p ut  t oget her  in  an  hour  o r  

so . And  b ecause t in  can  b e easily b en t  and  cut , w e could  use t hat  t o  'd ig in ' 

t he st ep s d ow n t o  t he low er  gard en. We had  t h ree d ad s w ho  d e cid ed  t h is 

w as go ing t o  b e t heir  d om ain , and  t hey d id  a f an t ast ic job . 
 

 

 

Tin  ret ain ing  w all 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Many hand s, ligh t  w ork 



 

 

Tin  ret ain ing w all, show ing t he cut  in  st ep  

 
Job  w ell d one! 

Set t ing out  t he sleep ers really gave inst an t  shap e t o  t he gard en . The slop e o f  

t he sigh t  m ean t  t hat  get t ing levels r igh t  w as p re t t y t im e consum ing, b ut  w e 

m ad e great  head w ay, enough  t o  b e read y f o r  t he st ud en t s next  w eek. 



 
Top  gard en  b ed s t aking shap e.  

 

Taking a b reak. 
 



Dan 's great  id eas 
Anot her  one o f  Dan 's great  id eas w as t he use o f  b r ick p allet s t o  creat e sim p le  

b enches f o r  t he st ud en t s t o  use t o  d o  t h ings like p rop agat e and  so r t  seed s. 

Get t ing p allet s o f  t he sam e d im ension  d onat ed  m ean t  t hat  it  d id n 't  t ake long 

f o r  a t eam  t o  p ut  t oget her  a f ew  b enches. Next  st ep  is t o  cut  a coup le of  

cir cles in  t he t op  f o r  som e b asins and  f ill in  t he gap s w it h  a b it  o f  t im b er .  

 
Recycled  b r ick p allet s m ake sim p le, easy t o  assem b le b enches 

It  w as a great  d ay and  so  excit ing t o  see t he gar d en  t aking shap e. A huge 

t hanks t o  Alan  f o r  all o f  t he sit e w ork and  o rd er ing he d id  b ef o re t he d ay, t o  

Dan  f o r  h is id eas and  m anagem ent , t o  Troy Mot t , our  Pr incip al, f o r  h is 

sup p or t  and  f o r  get t ing st uck in  on  t he d ay, f rom  d igg ing t o  cooking 

sausages, he w as everyw here! Thanks t o  t he P&C f o r  all o f  t heir  sup p or t  f o r  

no t  on ly t he d ay, w here t hey p rovided  t he f ood , b ut  f o r  t he gard en  

p rogram  it self . The b iggest  t hanks goes t o  all t hose f am ilies t hat  gave up  

t heir  t im e t o  help  out . Thank you! 

Next  w eek sees t he st ud en t s p ut t ing in  t he layered  gard en  b ed s, read y f o r  

t he p lan t ing o f  som e leaf y veget ab le seed lings t he f o llow ing w eek. 

Then  t h is gard en  w ill r eally st ar t  t o  look sp ecial. 

Som e m ore p ho t os f rom  t he d ay... 
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