Week 4 - AImost there

Studentsplacing their paper potsinto the box, ready for

watering
Almost half way through the term and we are stillaweek away from setting
up the landscaping to get the school garden operational. It's exciting to
think that in two weekswe will have completely transformed the area next
to the administration building into a productive food garden. There seems
to be arealinterest from parentsabout the garden, with many saying they
will be there for the landscaping busy bee. It should be agreat atmosphere,
with good coffee, cake and even abbqg to keep the workersfeed and
watered!



Garden Design

We haven't been idle though while we wait for the big push. Sudents have
been doing their own garden designs. They have looked at the site and
created designswith consideration of the buildingsand land. It hasbeen
great to see some of the ideascome out and hasled to some discussionson
pretty advanced areas like crop rotation, aquaponic systems and soil
composition.




'‘Paper Pot’

We have also carried out sessionswhere the studentscreated their own
‘paper pot', filled it with soil mixture and planted apeaor broad bean. We
hope that these will germinate in time to plant into the garden in two
weeks. Since we made about 180 over two days, there should be plenty to

Dan Bakker explaining to 4/5 Khow these paper potsgo together

The paper potsare really simple to make, use acheap material which will
decompose (paper)and work asreally effective pots. Using arolled up card
asthe template (about the size of alarge toilet paper roll), you simply roll a
15cm wide strip of newspaper around it, making sure there isan overhang
on one end. With thisoverhang you fold it in (thisisthe base of the pot) and
then pressdown using around glassjar. Fill with soil and get planting!




Busy making
lwasworried that taking so long to get materialsand resourcestogether to
set up the landscaping day would mean that the kidswould lose interest, as
each week they would see the same old grasson the garden site. Ithinkwe
have managed to keep them engaged with some pretty cool handson
science and gardening. Next stop, No Dig Garden methods...

Bega VaIIey Pu‘bllc School - Garden Busy Bee

Dan Bakker, explaining his design in the outdoor classroom
What an exhausting yet really fulfilling day in the school garden during our
busy bee on Saturday 2nd March. We had a great turnout, with about 25
parents, along with their children all ready to lend a hand. The big number
meant we got alot done but also meant we had to work hard at keeping
everyone busy with jobs. There isnothing worse than giving up your time on
the weekend and then standing around with nothing to do!l hope we
managed to keep all handswith something to do.

Dan Bakker, from Bournda Environmental Education Centre, who knows a
huge amount about garden designsand Permaculture ideas, did awonderful
job in designing the garden and wasbusy all day explaining to people what
hisvision was. The sloping site will mean that the garden will have plenty of
interest, but it also meansa more difficult landscaping challenge to begin
with. Dan had some great ideas, using recycled and cheap materialsto create
areally useable garden that hasa key component in any school, flexibility. In
fact, if you wanted to (we hopefully will not), you could pick everything up
and place it somewhere else-it isall movable.



The three main jobsfor the day were creating the main retaining wall, which
allowsfor the terrace approach to the slope, setting out, lining up and
digging in the sleepersused to mark out the garden bedsand create afew
simple benchesfor the studentsto use.

Using sheets of tin and star picketscovered with 2inch polypipe, a cheap,
simple and really effective retaining wall can be put together in an hour or
so. And because tin can be easily bent and cut, we could use that to 'dig in'
the stepsdown to the lower garden. We had three dadswho decided this
wasgoing to be their domain, and they did afantastic job.

Tin retaining wall
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Job well done!
Setting out the sleepersreally gave instant shape to the garden. The slope of

the sight meant that getting levelsright was pretty time consuming, but we
made great headway, enough to be ready for the students next week.
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Dan's great ideas

Another one of Dan'sgreat ideaswasthe use of brick palletsto create simple
benchesfor the studentsto use to do thingslike propagate and sort seeds.
Getting palletsof the same dimension donated meant that it didn't take long
for ateam to put together afew benches. Next step isto cut acouple of
circlesin the top for some basinsand fill in the gapswith abit of timber.
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Recycled brick pallets make simple, easy to assemble benches
It was a great day and so exciting to see the garden taking shape. A huge
thanksto Alan for all of the site work and ordering he did before the day, to
Dan for hisideasand management, to Troy Mott, our Principal, for his
support and for getting stuck in on the day, from digging to cooking
sausages, he waseverywhere! Thanksto the P&Cfor all of their support for
not only the day, where they provided the food, but for the garden
program itself. The biggest thanksgoesto all those familiesthat gave up
their time to help out. Thank you!

Next week seesthe students putting in the layered garden beds, ready for
the planting of some leafy vegetable seedlingsthe following week.
Then thisgarden will really start to look special.

Some more photosfrom the day...
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